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that he had never known ^before.
y of the guild and the spiritual
monopoly of the priest were smashed to pieces, and out
of the ruins of medieval society rose the two governing
oolitical concepts of the future—Individualism and
Nationalism. By their side were their economic equi-
valents Competition and Mercantilism, the two com-
bining to create the irresistible invasion of Capitalism.
Naturally, then, a new theory had to be found to meet
an%ntirely'new situation.    For us, accustomed to a
world that moves and changes with extreme rapidity,
it is not easy to realize the effect of the Renaissance and
the Reformation on the minds of medieval men.     Those
who had been nurtured in an apparently stable and
coherent tradition saw the very foundations of their
faith destroyed; they saw the lord enclose the common
land, the merchant corrupting the guild and the Crown
looting it.    In 1549 came the last peasant revolt of the
old order ; communism was still in the air, as is shown
by the efforts of Latimer to discredit it.    But this, is the
death-struggle of the medieval ethical-political creed.
Individualism, of mind and soul and purse, had won
the battle  and finally crushed the  group-spirit  and
association tendencies that had so long prevailed.    But
it was a case of ' The King is dead ; long live the King'.
Authority had been routed;   unless anarchy were to
prevail, a new authority must be found.
The essence of Tudorism is the creation of that new
authority. The old devolution of social power to
localities and to voluntary associations was replaced by
monarchical centralization. The Crown is no longer
the summit of feudalism, no longer a force that loosely
holds together a number of almost independent com-
munities. It becomes the chief bond of union, and with
its growing power assumes growing responsibilities.

